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This week Sapling talks with Matthew Larrimore, Founding Editor at Four Ties Lit Review. 

  

*** 
Sapling: What should people know who may not be familiar with Four Ties?  

  
 Matthew Larrimore: We’re an annual online 

magazine run by grad school creative writing 
folks, some graduated and some working toward 

MAs / MFAs or PhDs. So we’re looking for the 

best quality writing but it must be entertaining to 
pass muster. Also, we don’t solicit work so were 

pretty dedicated to the “slush” pile. It’s a lot of 
work but it seems worth it and fair to me that 

way. 

 
Sapling: How did your name come about?  

  
ML: I started blogging my experience as a Graduate Teaching Assistant at Northern Arizona 

University. I (and 60 other new GTAs) had the responsibility of teaching sections of Freshmen 

English. Well, instructing 24 17-19 year olds on how to sew paragraphs together in a cogent 
manner was a trip and I wanted to chronicle the experience. I was pretty serious about my 

responsibility and wanted to be taken seriously by my students so, I wore a tie to teach every 
day. Most of my ties are wacky or I’ve created bad puns around them. Like when I wear the “cow 

tie” I usually tell my students that our class that day was going to be a “mooing experience.”  It 
was a 4 credit course and we met 4 days a week, so I wore 4 ties a week. One week I started the 

week saying to myself “just 4 ties until Friday;” I made it the name of my blog which became the 

name of our magazine. The original blog is still there if you go look for it.  
 

Sapling: What do you pay close attention to when reading submissions? Any deal breakers? 
  



 

ML: We are a tiny little online magazine but 
we get hundreds of submissions 

representing nearly a thousand pieces of 

work. This allows us to be very selective; 
only 2-3% of what is sent to us gets 

published. Those 2% have to be well 
written. No punctuation problems, no 

pronoun confusion, no characters with 

similar names to confuse the reader, no 
slow starts, no lack luster endings, no 

overused / cliché turns of phrase, no 
ambiguity unless it’s intentional (and then 

make sure the reader knows why it‘s being 
used). Show us don’t tell us, etc., etc… But 

decent writing isn’t everything. It’s got to be 

interesting / entertaining. A boring or even 
didactic approach is going to lose the 

audience and we simply won’t publish it. 
Don’t tell us something that we should hear, tell us something we think we need to hear. A really 

interesting story/idea might make up for a few minor flaws with the writing. Both, we want both, 

well written and entertaining, and generally publishing just 2% allows us to get it.  
  

Sapling: Where do you imagine Four Ties to be headed over the next couple years? What’s on 
the horizon? 

  
ML: I imagine a bit of growth for our summer issue - more editors, more submissions, and I hope 

we’ll find the resources to add a winter (possibly poetry only) issue. Eventually we’d like to work 

with a writing program or two and offer associate editor positions for credit. All this with the 
eventual aim of becoming a non-profit and finding some funding. Then we can really talk about 

expanding. 
  

  

 Sapling: As an editor, what is the hardest part of your job? 
The best part? 

  
ML: I hate disappointing people, whether it’s a rejection 

letter or not hitting a deadline. In the end I’m really 

disappointing myself.  
  

Getting the finished product posted is great but so is seeing 
folks we have published achieve success. Several of our 

former contributors have gotten book deals; that’s great too. 
  

Sapling: If you were stranded on a desert island for a week 

with only three books, what books would you want to have 
with you? 

  
ML: Well if it’s only for a week I’ll skip the copy of How to 
Survive on a Desert Island. And since all I’m alone, horror 

will have to wait until I get back, so the collected works of 
HP Lovecraft is out. I’d say Moby Dick, which I’ve never 



read. Then The Odyssey and the Complete Works of Robert Frost, both favorites to spend time 

with. 
  

Sapling: Just for fun (because we like fun and the number three), if Four Ties was a person, 

what three things would it be thinking about obsessively? 
  

ML: It’d be obsessing over making its next post interesting (since we are partially a blog), 
counting submissions, and checking and rechecking its email list of contacts. Yep, neurotic not 

fun.  

  
*** 

Matthew Larrimore was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, but moved west in 2007. He lived 
in Colorado and then Arizona where he received his Master’s degree in English with an emphasis 

in Creative Writing from Northern Arizona University. Recently, he relocated to Virginia to work on 
an MFA at Old Dominion University. A veteran of collegiate and graduate journals, including 

serving as the managing editor of Thin Air Magazine 2011-2012 and Poetry Editor of Barely South 
Review 2014 -2015, Matthew launched Four Ties Lit Review in 2012. His own poetry has 
appeared in The Chimeras, The Crucible, Aproprosthearts.com, TheMinutiae.blog.com, 

andPoetryPacifc.blogspot.com 

 

http://theminutiae.blog.com/
http://poetrypacifc.blogspot.com/

